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From "Fair Play" to General Butler
BOSTON, Nov 5, '64
SIR: It is reported upon good authority that frauds on an extensive scale are contemplated by sending parties to vote in Pennsylvania (who will also vote in New York) by the emigrant lines of steamers to Amboy & Camden, & that steamers are chartered for this purpose already. This can be ascertained, & if true, the necessities of the Govt. may require the use of these boats for 24 hours. The town of Reading can also be looked after by Govr. Curtin.
Your obt. servt.  FAIR PLAT
P. S. If the scheme above stated is attempted, armed boats on the river might stop the steamers & prevent the rascals voting in either state, & so catch them hi their own trap.
From Henry Read
BOSTON, Nov. 5, '64
BROTHER BUTLER: You are surely in danger of being assassinated in New York; your friends here know it, & feel it. Keep within, & let your orders be carried into execution while you remain inside. You can have no idea of the interest felt here in Boston for your safety. I have had dozens come to me and urge that I forewarn you to be careful. I know your courage, & know that you will run too much risk. Be warned by what I say. Others may write you.
Yours Ever, HENRY READ
From William H. Merriam to General Butler
CONPIDENTIAIi.    BAMIMOBB, MD., Nov. 5th, '64
MY DEAR GENERAL: In the view that you are to command at New York, for a time at least, I earnestly and affectionately beg to say that I do not want to lose the opportunity of being by your side in such a crisis of your history. I therefore frankly though confidentially state that I most of all wish to represent the Herald at your headquarters in New York, as on the James. Should you do me the honor, General, in the event of my conjecture being right, to concur in my sincere wish, a private word from you to Mr. Hudson will cause him to direct my return to you. You will I know, General, pardon my solicitude in the matter, when you remember that I desire beyond all